Joseph in love
Christmas musical



Ap Verwaijen

JOSEPH IN LOVE
A carpenter of good repute
A Christmas Musical for young people
Cast of Characters
Joseph
Mary
Gabriel
Older shepherds and little shepherds
Little angels
Girls from Bethlehem
Little lambs (the tiniest children)
Baby Jesus

Introduction chorus

BELLS RING IN EPHRATHA
(Angels)
Ding dong ding dong
Ding dong ding dong
(Shepherds)
Bells ring in Ephratha,
hear the great sound.
Bells ringing Christmas,
calling it Out.
(Girls)
Gather together,
share in the light,
wonderful tidings
for us tonight.
(All together)
Ding dong ding dong.. .etc.
Bells ring in Ephratha. . .etc.
Gather together. . . etc.
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(All together)
Jesus, you came to earth,
Jesus, from divine birth.
(Angels)
Ding dong ding dong
Ding dong ding dong
(Shepherds)
Angels in chorus,
Singing out loud,
Jesus is born, God
loves us, they shout.
(Girls)
Children are singing,
hands lifted high,
Jesus is born in
a manger nearby.
(All together)
Ding dong ding dong.. .etc.
Bells ring in Ephratha. . .etc.
Gather together.. etc.
(All together)
Jesus, you came to earth,
Jesus, from divine birth.
(Angels)
Ding dong ding dong
Ding dong ding dong
Ding.
Scene One
(Outside in the ram, Joseph and May find themselves together unexpectedly under a shelter)

Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:

Oh, hello?
Hi. (shy but friendly)
What a downpour, huh?
Sure is!
1 know you, don’t I? Aren’t you Mary?
That’s right.
On the Sabbath I’ve seen you sitting in the synagogue. Too bad that we
have to sit so far apart... Isn’t your mother’s name Anna?
Right again.
I’ve always wanted to speak with you.
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Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:

But we really shouldn’t speak like this - alone on the street, 1 mean.
Someone should be with us.
No one will see us here. It’s such bad weather, everyone’s inside, warm....
You’re shivering.
Me?
Yes, you’re absolutely shaking
Can’t help it, but I don’t mind; I mean, I’ve wanted to speak with you for
so long... But we really shouldn’t. You’re so young... How old are you,
anyway?
Sixteen. And you?
Oh, eighteen
What kind of work do you do?
I’m a carpenter
Yes, I knew that. I know you, too
You know ME?
We used to play together as kids. You’re Joseph, right?
You remember?
I always see you, too, sitting in the synagogue.
I’m not really supposed to look, but I do it anyway — from under my veil,
so that nobody sees me.
I never knew that...
Still, I saw you looking over at me...
Well, I liked you.
How do you know that? You’ve never even spoken to me.
I knew you’d be nice. And you’re pretty.
Ohhh, so that’s what you mean by “nice”?
Uh, could we see each other again, sometime?
If it’s all right with our parents.
Oh, if only they don’t forbid it! But, would you like it, Mary?
Sure.
Maybe your folks won’t like it… I mean, I’m just a carpenter, like my father. But I do have good prospects. I work hard, and I earn a good living,
and later, the business will be mine.
Well, that’s great!
Let’s ask our parents.
Let’s do that.
Oh, but what if they don’t agree?
Then it’s all over.
Yes, but we could still write to each other, and meet in secret... In the
countryside, maybe.
Hmm, I’d have to think about that. I don’t want to be disobedient.
Me neither, but still...
You know, Joseph, I think that if it’s meant to be, it will happen. I really
believe that it will work out. But now I’ve really got to go.
Oh, stay a while longer...
No, I’ve really got to go now.
Write me a letter?
I’ll do that. Bye!
Bye.
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Scene Two
Joseph:

(Rapturously) She’s great! I think that I’m in love - and she liked me, too - at
least I think so… Yep, she knew who I was. AND, she has watched me,
secretly, in the synagogue. She must see something in me.
She is young, though... 16. Yeah, well, around her that’s not so young. Ah,
she’s so pretty, too. Only I couldn’t really get a good look. Too bad that all
the girls have to wear a veil... Oh, I just don’t know how I feel... Is it just
me, or is it warm here?

Children’s song

JOSEPH, HE’S IN LOVE
(To be sung alternately: first the girls from Bethlehem, then the angels and the shepherds)

Joseph, he’s in love (echo)
Life is now a blur. (echo)
Ever since he spoke with her (echo)
He only thinks of her. (echo)
(twice)

)
)
)twice
)

There is Mary laughing. (echo)
She loves Joseph, too. (echo)
Joseph stole her heart away, (echo)
like a thief it’s true. (echo)
(twice)

)
)
)twice
)

(Chorus, all)
Look at them now,
what a great sight,
history written
this starry night.

)
)
)twice
)

Soon she’ll be his wife, (echo)
veiled and all in white, (echo)
Jesus is already there, (echo)
shining in the light. (echo)
(twice)

)
)
)(twice)
)

Joseph loves his Mary (echo)
standing hand-in-hand (echo)
like a royal family (echo)
in the Holy Land (echo)
(twice)

)
)
)twice
)

(Chorus, all)
Look at them now,
what a great sight,
history written
this starry night.

)
)
)(twice)
)
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Scene three
(Inside Mary’s house. Mary is sweeping, housekeeping,, the angel Gabriel enters.)
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:

Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:

Hello, sir, who are you?
My name is Gabriel.
What are you doing here in our house? How did you get inside?
No need to be afraid.
I’m not afraid.
Greetings, Mary. I’ve come to congratulate you.
why?
Because God has blessed you.
That’s true, but how do you know?
And I have a message for you.
Who sent it?
God himself
What? (smiling) Don’t scare me like that.
You don’t have to be scared, because the message is special.
It must be.
You will soon have a son.
A child?
Yes, a child, a boy. And I have a name for him. You will call Him Jesus.
Jesus? Why? What does that mean?
The name Jesus means saviour. He shall be called the Son of God, and He
shall be king, and his kingdom will never end.
I’m going to have a son who will be KING? How is this possible? I’m still
so young, and my family is so unimportant. How can I have a King’s son?
And also, I’m not married. Well, there’s Joseph, the man I’m promised to.
But we’re not married yet!
The child will not be Joseph’s, but the Holy Spirit will overshadow you,
and the child you will bear will be a child of God.
I don’t know what to say! It’s amazing.
Would you like to see a wonder? Then go visit your aunt Elizabeth. She is
also expecting a son.
Aunt Elizabeth is pregnant? Come on, she’s already so old!
Yet, it’s still true. Go to her. She was barren, but now she’s in her sixth
month. God can do anything! If He wills it, it happens!
Wonderful, fantastic! God is so GOOD!
TRUE.
Well, tell God that I accept his message. If that’s the way He wants it, it’s
FINE with me. YES!
I knew it. When God chooses someone, it always works out. May God
continually strengthen you. Peace to you, child.

(Gabriel leaves.)
MARY’S SONG
My soul exalts the Lord,
my spirit sings tonight,
the Lord my God has favoured me,
I’m precious in his sight.
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Dear friends, join in my singing,
Rejoice and share my part.
The Lord my God has blessed me,
How happy is my heart.
Yes, holy is the Lord,
and mighty is his name,
the God who always loves us,
He’s evermore the same.
Don’t have to be good-looking,
heroic on the streets,
God loves you just the way you are
and wants to meet your needs.
And so for all you people
His love is really true.
The good He’s done in my life
is also meant for you.
Yes, holy is the Lord,
and mighty is his name,
the God who always loves us,
He’s evermore the same.
Mary:

)
)
) (twice)
)

Wow, what an amazing message - and messenger! Unbelievable!
I’m going to my aunt Elizabeth right away. I’m sure she can use a helping
hand - at her age... (chuckles)

Scene Four
(Joseph is sitting outdoors, on a bench; Gabriel enters)
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:

(friendly) You’re looking serious.
Nothing’s going right
Could I help, perhaps?
I doubt it. Have you ever had your whole world demolished?
Is it that bad?
I’m not going to say any more. It’s terrible, still so painful. I don’t know
what to do anymore. But you couldn’t help me, anyway. I’ve just got to go
through it alone.
You’re Joseph, the carpenter, aren’t you?
Yeah.
From the line of David?
Yeah. What’s the big deal?
Why don’t you tell me now exactly what has happened?
Well, once upon a time there was a guy and a girl He was a simple carpenter from a small village. She was a young girl They used to play together
when they were kids. But they hadn’t really seen each other in years. Every
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Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:

Sabbath he went to the synagogue with his heart beating overtime, just
thinking about seeing her again — Mary. During the singing, or during the
reading of the torah, he’d glance quietly at her. He couldn’t keep his eyes
off her. (sigh) It seemed like she wasn’t at all aware of him. She sat there,
after all, quietly among the other women, also with a veil. But somehow or
other she always sat so that I, I mean he, could see her. He dreamed of her
at night - that one day he could be introduced, that he could tell her how
he felt - se much, so much. But one day they met on the street by accident,
when no one else was around. It was pouring rain. And they fell in love.
And then what?
No more; let’s just forget it. I need to get back to work.
Perhaps you should really tell me…..

JOSEPH’S SONG
A carpenter of good repute,
My name’s well known in Nazareth,
‘This Joseph, you can count en him,
His ducks are all in line’.
A carpenter of good repute,
he hammers sometimes en his thumb,
and sometimes acts a little dumb,
but mostly, things are fine.
I’m Joseph, I’m a carpenter
one day I met a girl so sweet
the rain was pouring in the street,
my heart en fire, no doubts.
I said, ‘I am a Carpenter,
you make me feel so warm inside,
would you consent to be my bride?’
That’s how we started out.
My dreams are dust,
the promise bas been stolen,
my hopes had seemed so golden.
Was it a lie?
My dreams are dust,
the future is uncertain
and Heaven doesn’t answer my cry.
So now you see this carpenter
with disappointed, downcast eyes,
was it just all a big disguise?
I’d thought, she’d be my bride.
For Mary and her carpenter,
no future seems before them now,
another holds her hand, somehow,
she won’t be by my side.
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My dreams are dust,
the promise has been stolen,
my hopes had seemed so golden.
Was it a lie?
My dreams are dust,
The future is uncertain
and Heaven doesn’t answer my cry.
Of course, I’m just a carpenter,
with sawdust getting in my eyes,
who’s knocked out by this bad surprise,
oh, what a mournful song!
I’m just a foolish carpenter,
the other guy has won the day,
so back to work, I have to say
to Mary, ‘Dear, so long!’
My dreams are dust,
the promise has been stolen,
my hopes had seemed so golden.
Was it a lie?
My dreams are dust,
the future is uncertain,
and Heaven doesn’t answer my cry.
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:

)
)
)
)twice
)
)
)

So, she met someone else?
I guess so.
What do you mean?
Don’t you get it? She’s going to have a baby.
And...?
What do you mean, AND?
It’s not a problems.
Not a problem?
No.
What do you mean? She’s met another guy!
She has indeed met someone else. Any idea who she met?
I have no idea.
She met God.
Yeah, right.
She met God. Are you jealous of God?
Me? Jealous of God? No. But that baby’s not from God.
No? You obviously don’t know the Scriptures.
I do, too.
What does Isaiah 7 verse 14 say?
Uh, well...
I thought you said you knew the scriptures. It says there, “The virgin will
conceive and bear a son. And they will call him Emmanuel,” which means
“God with us”.
So, what are you getting at?
Think about it, “the virgin will conceive...”
Who is that virgin?
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Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:

Who do you think?
Mary?
Naturally.
Hold on, that’s not so natural. And I’m supposed to believe that?
She believed it too. And that’s why it happened. Would you like to believe,
too?
Who are you, actually?
My name is Wonderful. I must be on my way.
Who are you?
I really must be going.
Tell me, what is your name?
I am Gabriel. Farewell. Peace to you.
(he leaves)
Wait! STAY!
(after a pause) How can I believe this message? Yet, I KNOW that it’s true,
I knew Mary wouldn’t betray me! She’s still mine. And God’s, of course.
But, then again, so am I!

Scene Five
(In the field, in front of a bed)
SHEPHERDS AND ANGELS
(Shepherds choir)
Shepherds, dance together,
look up in the sky,
sheep, come join the party,
angels shout on high.
Christ the Lord is coming,
He will make us free.
Jesus is the answer,
yes, for you and me.
(Shepherd solo)
In darkened fields we’re dreaming
at rest, the day is done,
we hear a sheep start bleating,
and then a second one.
Then all the sheep together
begin to sing as one,
amazed, we watch their antics,
they seem to have such fun.
And, look, there is an angel
who says, ‘Go to the stall,
the tiny child you’ll find there
brings comfort to you all.’
(Shepherds choir)
Shepherds, dance together,
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look up in the sky,
sheep, come join the party,
angels shout on high.
Christ the Lord is coming,
He will make us free.
Jesus is the answer,
yes, for you and me.
(Angels choir)
Angels, sing together,
dancing in a row,
joyous wings are clapping,
what a happy show.
Christ the Lord is coming
He will make us free,
Jesus is the answer,
yes, for you and me.
(Angel solo)
On clouds by night we’re sitting,
the order comes to go
to Bethlehem, Judea,
so down we fly below.
We see a shed so humble,
we see a child’s been born,
we see a simple couple,
who hold God’s only Son.
So, who will join us singing?
we party with delight,
proclaim with wings aflutter
good news of God tonight.
(Angels choir)
Angels sing together,
dancing in a row,
joyous wings are clapping,
what a happy show.
Christ the Lord is coming,
He will make us free,
Jesus is the answer,
yes, for you and me.
Shepherd 1:
Shepherd 2:
Angel 1:
Angel 2:
Shepherd 1:
Joseph:

)
)twice

This should be the place. Shall I knock?
But when they see all of us, they’ll be afraid - there are so many of us….
We’ll knock quietly.
Oh, but we don’t have any present...
Aw, we ourselves are the present (he knocks on the doorpost of the hut)
(Joseph comes outside)
Hi, who are you all?
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(Shepherd solo)
Dear sir, you may be wondering,
what are we doing here?
I’m just a simple shepherd,
no thief or rogue, I swear.
Sir, may I ask a question?
We’ve heard such wondrous things,
we look for baby Jesus,
who is the King of kings.
Joseph:
Angel 1:
Joseph:
Everybody
Angel 2:

Yes, Jesus is here. Would you like to come in and see him?
Well, maybe not all at one time...
Well, it’s not very big inside, but you’re welcome - it’s a celebration, after
all.
(Mary appears next to Joseph, holding baby)
HOORAY!!
Let’s keep it down!!!!

(Shepherds choir and angels choir together)
Shepherds, dance together... (etc.)
Angels, sing together... (etc.)
(Everyone makes their way gradually inside)
Scene six
(In front of the hut, Gabriel knocks on post)
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:

Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:

Who’s there? Who are you, then?
Don’t be afraid, it’s me, remember?
Oh, yes, right - Gabriel
I have a message for you.
A message?
You need to pack up and go.
Go? We’ve only just got here.
You must flee. There is danger.
Gabriel, my wife bas just had a baby. We can’t just leave...
(gently) You’d better do what I say, Joseph
Listen, Gabe. Jesus was born here. You know, God’s son. He needs some
TLC, you know – tender loving care.
Sure, but there is danger!
Danger? But surely if God’s with you, you’re safe.
Absolutely, but I still have to warn you. It’s about King Herod. He heard
that a baby’s been born– one that may knock him off his throne, he
thinks. So Herod wants him “removed”, Joseph, he’s planning to kill all
the baby boys in the area. Do you understand now?
But God will protect us?
Yes, He will, but we need to do our part in faith. We do what we can, and
God does the rest.
(sighs) Where do we need to go?
To Egypt.
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Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:

Egypt - woahh, can’t you think of somewhere FURTHER away?
You’ll be safe in Egypt
How will we get there?
You’ve got the donkey, right? Go with God, friend.
Unbe-liev-able. First, we make this sightseeing trip from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. Mary has her baby (you know what a breeze that is?), and now
for a vacation in Egypt. How can God allow this? I just don’t get it.
You thought that God would just wipe away all your problems? He wants
you to become strong, instead. He’s giving you his strength to triumph
over those difficulties. So go, be strong and courageous.

GABRIEL’S SONG
When Jesus sets your life apart
no fairy tales are promised.
No soothing, easy, sunny ways,
with milk and cookies all your days.
But one big difference you will see,
He’ll walk with you and set you free,
yes, he’ll be there always,
He’ll be there always.
When Jesus sets your life apart,
it still can be rough going.
For rain just keeps on falling down,
and tension rises, faces frown.
But if it lasts too long, you’ll see
He’ll send his angel by decree,
He’ll never let you down,
never let you down.
When Jesus sets your life apart,
your problems still can bother.
You’re far away from Disneyland,
From Boardwalk fun or Wonderland.
When sorrows seem to crowd you out,
you’ll know His love is not in doubt,
He’ll take you by the hand,
take you by the hand.
When Jesus sets your life apart,
then something new is coming.
White-crested waves may yet be high,
but He is there and you’ll stay dry.
In his safe arms no fear or strife,
He’ll guide you to eternal life,
He’ll surely take you home,
surely take you home,
surely take you home,
surely take you home.
(Gabriel leaves)
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Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:

Mary!
What’s up?
Get your things together; we’re heading for Egypt.

Scene Seven
(Joseph, Mary and the baby sit together under the palm trees, near the pyramids, etc.)
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
Mary:
Joseph:
(Gabriel enters)
Gabriel:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Mary:
Gabriel:
Mary:
Joseph:
Gabriel:
Joseph:
Gabriel:

Say, Mary, how long have we been here, anyway?
Seems like a long time, Joseph.
I really miss Judea.
We’re doing fine here, though.
Well, sure we are. We’re safe. And there’s plenty. We have more than
enough.
When God is with you, you have everything you need.
I’ve had to learn to trust Him.
You’ve really grown, Joseph. I’ve seen you grow as leader of our family. I
feel safe with you. I’m proud of you.
Maybe that’s why we needed to go to Egypt - to learn to trust in God.
Greetings, Joseph and Mary, in the name of the Lord God.
Hello.., oh, I know you; you’re Gabriel.
Yes, it’s me. And I’ve got another message for you.
Have a seat.
Welcome.
You left Bethlehem because of God’s warning. Here is another message
from God. King Herod is dead. A new king rules in Judea; the danger has
past. You can now return to your homeland.
Joseph, do you hear that? You wanted so much to return home. God has
answered your prayer.
Wonderful. We’ll head home. Who is the new King?
Archelaüs, the son of Herod.
The son of Herod? Well, I think we’ll stay well out of his way. I know, we
won’t go back to Bethlehem in Judea; we’ll go directly to Nazareth in Galilee.
You’re a wise man, Joseph. Go in peace.

YOUR ANSWER CAN BE FOUND
(Joseph and Mary’s duet)
(Together)
You may be far from home,
or lost and on the run,
in pain or desperation,
there’s hope to carry on.
You want to go with Jesus,
you want to choose his way,
the choice is up to you, friend,
and on your course you’ll stay.
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(To be sung alternately, first Joseph, then Mary)
Your answer can be found,
He knows the way around,
just listen to his voice,
it begins with your choice.
He’ll never let you down,
He’ll always be around,
and guard you in the night
with his might.
(Mary)
At first I didn’t know it,
they looked at me, ga-ga,
single girl got pregnant,
alone with no papa.
To be an unwed another
is scandal through and through,
but God set straight the record,
by mercy, it is true.
(Joseph)
I felt confused and angry,
I was in love, you see.
I heard she’d have a baby,
what was this misery?
I longed to leave in secret,
but God had other plans.
He let us start all over,
together hand in hand.
(To be sung alternately, first Joseph, then Maiy)
Your answer can be found,
He knows the way around,
just listen to his voice,
it begins with your choice.
He’ll never let you down,
He’ll always be around,
and guard you in the night
with his might.
(Mary)
Those times were oh so dreadful,
our home was just a shed,
the baby soon was coming,
no help, we forged ahead.
The darkness seemed to smother
the heavens, were they closed?
But God showed us his mercy,
with light his plan exposed.
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(Joseph)
The danger sent us running,
we could no longer stay.
We took our trusty donkey
and took the Southern way.
We found ourselves in Egypt,
alone but still at ease,
for God reached down to lead us,
and we could live in peace.
(To be sung alternately, first Joseph, then Mary)
Your answer can be found,
)
He knows the way around,
)
just listen to his voice,
)
it begins with your choice.
)
He’ll never let you down,
)twice
He’ll always be around,
)
and guard you in the night
)
with his might.
)
WE’RE ON OUR WAY
(Closing song of Joseph, Mary, the children and Gabriel. To be sung alternately: first Joseph and all the boys, then
Mary and all the girls)
We’re on our way (We’re on our way),
we’re goin’ home (We’re goin’ home).
Home to the place
where we belong.
If you’re God’s child (If you’re God’s child),
you go his way (you go his way),
then there’s a place
for you to stay.
(Refrain: together, in harmony)
If you ran for safety from the devil,
overcome by fears you crossed the sands,
now it’s safe, come back from out of Egypt,
set your sights now on the promised land.
Come on along (Come on along),
come, take my hand (come, take my hand),
then you will see
the Holy Land.
Alive with Him (Alive with Him),
saved evermore (saved evermore),
He loves you so,
wait what’s in store.
(Refrain: together, in harmony)
If you ran for safety from the devil,

16

overcome by fears you crossed the sands,
now it’s safe, come back from out of Egypt,
set your sights now on the promised land.
Come on along (come on along)
come, take my hand (come, take my hand),
then you will see
the Holy Land.
Alive with Him (Alive with Him),
saved evermore (saved evermore),
He loves you so,
wait what’s in store!
(Everyone shouting joyfully, spontaneously)
Merry Christmas!!!
Merry Christmas!!!

© Ap Verwayen. Translation: Jeanne Bovenberg-Meyer
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